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The Covid 19 pandemic continues around the capital 
cities and we are thankful there have been no signs of 
the virus out in the Central West of New South Wales in 
recent months. We have made some minor changes to 
how we operate at the cottage to ensure our volunteers 
and guests stay safe. 

A small group of volunteers gathered at the cottage 
for end of year drinks just before Christmas, which gave 
me an opportunity to thank them for their continued ef-
forts during the past year.  

Work at the cottage restarted in early February and it 
was good to see our volunteers back on Wednesdays 
and Fridays, enjoying the social contact while pho-
tographing, scanning, recording information and ex-
panding our data base. Julie, Liz and Phil are kept busy 
answering as many research enquiries as possible. I 
would like to welcome new volunteers Robert Curran, 
Jill Gardiner and Tony Briggs; I hope they enjoy being 
involved in local history.  

The Woodward Store painting is in Sydney being 
cleaned and rejuvenated by Fox and Hinge, a company 
which specialises in this field. The painting will not be 
enhanced but stabilised to reduce any more deteriora-
tion. Thanks are due to Orange City Council for its sup-
port for this project. 

The panoramic photos of Orange and Lucknow 
sold well before Christmas and orders are still being 
taken. They are a great acquisition for anyone inter-
ested in how the towns looked in the early 1900s. 

Thank you to Phil Orton for 
sharing his original copy of the 
Lucknow photo and allowing 
the society to copy and share it 
with others.  

History Alive excursions and 
talks are recommencing this 
year with four talks being or-
ganised. The first meeting, to be 
held in May, will be ‘Delivered 
to your Door’ on household de-
liveries, such as bread, milk, 
soft drinks and newspapers.  

On 14 March we organised a very informative day at 
historic Abercrombie House north-west of Bathurst. 
Owner Chris Morgan gave an excellent talk on the his-
tory of the building as well as the challenges of restor-
ing and maintaining an iconic building. The hospitality 
and morning tea were most enjoyable. The period rooms 
and gardens were well presented.  

Karen Kloosterman has been sorting items from 
the collection to be presented in display shelves in 
the foyer at the Civic Centre. The theme is ‘Sou-
venirs of Orange’.  

Orange Regional Museum has a wonderful long-term 
display titled “Inherit”, which I encourage you to visit. 

I hope members and friends of the Historical Society 
stay safe and well so as to enjoy our local history.  

- Dave Sykes 

A message from the president
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By Sue Milne 
 
Orange Show will return this 

year after a year’s break because of 
the Covid pandemic. 

There have been several changes 
to the management committee and 
more new and old activities are re-
turning. The show will take place on 
Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 May. The 
Historical Society may also need as-
sistance on Friday 7th. 

This year the aim is to get the 
crowds back and develop an interest 
in the next two shows which will 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the first show.    

The Show Society has several 
plans in place and is looking for as-
sistance in the following areas: 

An event sub-committee to ar-
range events for 2022/2023 at the 
show and a dinner or street parade. 

Collection of information, pho-
tographs, artefacts and oral histories. 

Facilities will be 
available at the 
show for collect-
ing these.  Con-
tact me to 
arrange an ap-
pointment at 
other times. 

Volunteers are 
needed to spend 
time in the 
Williams/Dalton 
pavilions assist-
ing on the day. 
Duties include 
keeping pavilions 
clean, talking 
with visitors and 
being there. It is 
easy and enjoyable and will assist 
both the show and historical societies. 

Planning will also take place for 
the regional shows to be one of the 
main exhibits at the Orange Re-
gional Museum in 2023. 

I am negotiating to have the Dal-
ton Pavilion rooms open regularly 
throughout the year for visitors and 
the collection of information. 

I can be contacted on 0400 425 
015 or at: 
susanmilne55@gmail.com 

Volunteers needed at Orange Show

The popular woodchopping event.
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By Elisabeth Edwards 
 

Readers will remember the arti-
cle in our autumn newsletter about a 
house named Eulalie in Byng Street. 

Just east of that site, on the cor-
ner of Byng and Anson streets, 
there once stood the Diggers’ Arms 
Hotel. The hotel, built of 
pinewood, was owned for some 
years by Patrick (Paddy) Boyle, 
who hailed from Donegal in North-
ern Ireland. 

We can gain an insight into 
Boyle, the hotel and Orange in gen-
eral in the late 1870s from an article 
written for the Sydney Morning Her-
ald by ‘The Vagabond’ (John Stanley 
James, also known as Julian 
Thomas). The Vagabond often went 
undercover in search of material for 
his articles, and this time he accom-
panied several immigrants taking a 
train to Orange in June 1878, just one 
year after the railway line reached 
Orange, ostensibly looking for work.  

They arrived at 4am after a ten-

hour journey from Sydney, cold and 
tired. A policeman told them to 
leave their baggage behind and a 
small boy, ‘an embryo station-mas-
ter’, charged everyone twopence. 
“We are not supposed to give 
change,” said he loftily, waving 
back the half a crown tendered to 
him. “I want the exact sum.” 

The policeman took them along 
muddy streets, eventually stopping 
under the verandah of a low wooden 
house. He hammered on the door, 
shouting, “Mr Boyle, it’s me!” 

“This is the Diggers’ Arms and 
Mr Boyle is a mighty nice man,” the 
policeman told them. 

Job-seekers such as this group 
were entitled to quarters for 48 
hours plus six meals at the govern-
ment’s expense. 

Boyle, who had spent some years 
following the various gold rushes 
around eastern Australia, had taken 
over the Diggers’ Arms in 1877, ad-
vertising: “Patrick Boyle (late of 
Parkes) begs to inform his old 

friends and the inhabitants of Or-
ange that he has opened the above 
hotel where everyone will meet with 
the best accommodation and civility, 
and by keeping the best brands of 
Wines and Spirits hopes to meet 
with a fair share of patronage. Good 
stabling and the Best of Fodder.” 

A dishevelled Boyle, carrying a 
battered tin candlestick, greeted the 
travellers. The Vagabond proposed a 
drink and the policeman took their 
orders, leaving them ‘to the tender 
mercies of Patrick Boyle and the 
hospitalities of the Diggers’ Arms’. 

They were shown to their rooms: 
“Our apartment contained four beds. 
There might have been room for an-
other, but in that case lodgers would 
have had to crawl over each other get-
ting in and out,” The Vagabond wrote.  

The sheets were clean but damp 
and the lumpy mattresses were filled 
with straw. A cold wind seeped in 
through cracks in the door and 
walls.

Paddy Boyle and the Diggers’ Arms: 

A muddy Byng Street looking east in 1871. The two-storey building on the right is the Union Bank on the corner of Sale Street. 
Beyond it but too far away to be recognisable, was Patrick Boyle’s Diggers’ Arms Hotel, one of about 35 licensed premises in Or-
ange at that time. On the left with a chimney stack is Nelson’s steam flour mill. In the far distance on the left is John Woodward’s 
Manchester House (now the Metropolitan Hotel).                             Photo by Beaufoy Merlin, carte de visite, courtesy of  Rob Bartlett. 

Continued next page



 
 
 
In the morning they found good 

water at a short depth in the well in 
the back yard but the cess-pit was 
too close for comfort. 

Breakfast was served by the 
landlord: “What’ll yer try?” asked 
Boyle, flourishing a knife and 
fork at the head of the table. On 
offer were two large dishes of 
mutton chops and steak and one 
of potatoes. “Everything was very 
rough, certainly, but it was plenti-
ful – of animal food there was, as 
ever in Australia, a brutal profu-
sion.” 

Boyle used to organise sports in 
the back yard of the hotel, such as 
catching the pig with the greasy tail,  
climbing a greasy pole, and quoits, 
but the visitors saw none of this dur-
ing their cold and wet stay. 

The group called at the police 
station and asked the sub-inspector 
Mr Garvin for advice. He sent a 
trooper with the group to help them 
find work. They plodded through 
the mud with the constable to see a 
contractor’s overseer, who sent 
them to Robinson’s foundry, the 
coachbuilding works and all the 
stores but there was nothing on 
offer.  

“My impressions of Orange are 
that it may be a very fine city in the 
future,” The Vagabond wrote. 
“Snow, sleet and rain fell plenti-
fully and the weather seemed 
frightfully cold . . . There are two 
remarkably fine stores, those of 
Messrs Dalton and Nelson. A mem-
ber of the former firm has built just 
out of the town a mansion which 
looks like a government house 
[Duntryleague was still being built 
at this time]. 

“There are two or three decent 
hotels and the usual quantity of 
third-rate drinking places. The 
streets of Orange are never very 
lively. A few bullock teams come 
in and out during the day, and 
country residents ride about as if 
they had much business to attend 
to. When, however, they get out 
of the saddle they loaf around 

listlessly. 
“A creek runs through the centre 

of the town. It is a fetid ditch filled 
with rubbish, dead dogs and cats, 
and other abominations. It is the 
meanest stream I have seen in Aus-
tralia.” 

The travellers called at the three 
newspaper offices - the Examiner, 
the Advocate and the Liberal - and 
the editors put an advertisement in 
each, stating that the group were ‘a  
highly respectable and intelligent 
body of men’, but no work was 
forthcoming. 

They called on a barber named 
Mullins, who also advertised him-
self as a dental surgeon. He could 
extract teeth and cut corns, and was 
a labour agent as well, advertising 
for men to dig potatoes and ‘a boy 
for the country’.  

“Are there any boys amongst 
you? I can give a boy a job,” he 
said. He also offered work for a 
married couple on a farm, but none 
of the job-seekers was married. 

“I can give two of yer jobs on a 
farm; fifteen shillings a week and 
your tucker,” he told them. But this 
was forty miles distant and there 
was no guarantee that the work 
would still be available. 

Back at the Diggers’ Arms, the 
dinner was rough but plentiful. 
Boyle, flourishing his carver, at-
tempted to cheer them up with a 
choice of salt or fresh meat, or 
tinned fish ‘for those of the faithful’ 
[it was a Friday]. 

Two Irishmen, ‘old hands’, were 
also present but were not very polite 
to the visitors. “At first I imagined 
they were jealous, but concluded at 
last that it was only outward rough-
ness,” The Vagabond wrote. 

“There is no doubt that our colo-
nial diamonds want cutting and pol-
ishing.” 

The Vagabond concluded his de-
scription of their stay in Orange 
with the words, “I cannot say that as 
I became more accustomed to the 
Diggers’ Arms its comforts in-
creased, but I suppose it is equal to 
any house of its class in the bush.” 

 
*   *   * 

The Diggers’ Arms was de-
stroyed by fire in December 1881. 
The Fire Brigade, which had just 
taken delivery of a new engine, 
couldn’t control the fire because of 
a lack of water nearby. 

Patrick Boyle then took over the 
former O’Connell Inn, further east 
along Byng Street, formerly owned 
by James Dalton Senior. It had been 
renamed the Daniel O’Connell by a 
subsequent owner but under Boyle 
it became the second Diggers’ 
Arms. 

Daniel O’Connell, by the way, 
was an Irish Catholic political 
leader, who campaigned for 
Catholic emancipation in the early 
19th century. His campaign led to 
the Catholic Emancipation Act in 
1829, allowing Catholics with an in-
come of ₤10 or more to vote and to 
become members of parliament. 
James Dalton Senior and many 
other Irish-Australians were avid 
supporters of O’Connell. 

Boyle died in July 1891 and his 
wife, Kate, took over the Carrington 
Club Hotel before retiring from 
business. She died in 1910. 

Another Daniel O’Connell Hotel 
opened a little later in Lords Place. 
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From previous page

The Vagabond by ‘Leo’, J H Leonard.

job-seekers visit Orange in the 1870s
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A group of about thirty members, relations 
and friends visited Abercrombie House near 
Bathurst on Saturday 13 March, marking a re-
turn to History Alive activities after a year’s halt 
due to Covid restrictions. 

After a stormy night, the rain held off for 
most of the day and visitors were welcomed 
with coffee and scones. 

Owner Christopher Morgan gave our group a 
comprehensive talk about the history of the 
house, land and the people who lived there. His 
fluent and entertaining talk was a great introduc-
tion to our visit. 

Afterwards, visitors were free to explore the 
house and grounds as well as browse in the an-
tiques and old wares shop. 

The history of the property goes back to the 
early days of the colony of NSW. When William 
Stewart took up his appointment as Lieutenant 
Governor of NSW, he was granted 3000 acres on 
the site, which was known then as Mount Pleas-
ant, in 1827. He purchased a further 12,000 
acres and had a brick house built, where he lived 
with his family until his death in 1854. The land 
was farmed using convict labour. 

Stewart survived periodic droughts and 
floods and the collapse of local savings banks. 
During the gold rush of 1851, many thousands 
of people walked or rode past the property on 
their way to Ophir, seeking riches from the dig-
gings. 

After Stewart’s death, his son James opened 
up large tracts of land to tenant farmers during a 
period of general economic prosperity. 

James Stewart started work on a new man-
sion, built of granite with sandstone dressings 
and window surrounds, which he and his family 
moved into in 1878. It was known then as Stew-
art’s Mount. 

Known as Scottish Baronial style, the two-
storey (plus attic floor) building features decora-
tive gables topped by iron finials.  

The family lived in the house until James’s 

The house was built of granite with sandstone detailing.

Exploring the treasures at Bathurst’s

Above: Reception rooms. 
 
 
Right: Ceiling detail in the  
ballroom. 
 
 
Below left: The distinctive 
gates which were origi-
nally at Toxteth Park in 
Glebe, Sydney. 
 
 
Below right: One of the 
bedrooms.
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 historic Abercrombie House 

Christopher Morgan explains the history of Abercrombie House.

Left: Elaborate 
sandstone detail-
ing in one of the 
windows. 
 
 
Right: The im-
pressive en-
trance hall. 
 
 
Photos by Jenny 
Holdaway and Liz 
Edwards.

Learning about the house’s fascinating history.

death in 1920. His wife, Harriet, died in 1922 
and their eldest son Athol lived there until 1927.  

In the inter-war years it became increasingly 
difficult to maintain the house and find servants 
and eventually Athol closed the house, sold the 
contents and moved away. 

It remained empty until 1942 when the 
Women’s Land Army used the now decaying 
building as living quarters while they harvested 
asparagus for the Edgell’s food cannery. 

Following the end of WWII, the Land Army 
women departed and the house was once again 
closed. Vandalism and neglect left it in a parlous 
condition. 

The house was rescued in 1968 when James 
Stewart’s great-grandson sold it to educationalist 
Rex Morgan and his wife Mary. It was at this 
time its name was changed to Abercrombie 
House, partly to recognise the shire in which the 
property was situated and partly in recognition 
of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, under whom William 
Stewart had served in the 1790s in the West In-
dies. 

The Morgan family undertook a significant 
restoration program of the house and property 
and opened it to heritage tours. Work continues 
today under the guidance of Christopher and 
Xanthe Morgan, who have dedicated years to the 
task. 

Inside the house, the reception rooms are 
crammed with Victorian furniture and an eclectic 
collection of paintings, prints, china, glassware, 
books and memorabilia. Upstairs, bedrooms fea-
ture more period furniture. 

The grounds are full of interest too, with 
acres of gardens and impressive gates which 
were transported from Toxteth Park in Sydney’s 
Glebe. 

Our next History Alive meeting, ‘Delivered 
to your door’, will be held at the Senior Citizens 
Centre on Wednesday 12 May. A panel of former 
delivery people will recall their working lives 
delivering bread, milk, newspapers etc. 



Our society is once again collaborating with Orange 
Regional Museum on a new exhibition. 

To be named Child’s Play, it will put on display 
some of the best photos of children in the 1950s and 60s 
from the CWD Negative Collection. 

It follows the successful All in a Day’s Work exhibi-
tion, which featured images of people going about their 
work in Orange and district. 

Liz Edwards will curate the exhibition, with assis-
tance from museum manager Mary-Liz Andrews and 
other museum and council staff. 

Liz says she is delighted with this new opportunity 
to bring more images from the collection into public 
view. 

“The images cover all aspects of childhood, from ba-
bies to school days, sporting events and playtime,” Liz 
said. 

“Something that was evident from many of the im-
ages was the fact that children were often free to roam 
around the neighbourhood, and that theme will be ex-
plored in the exhibition.” 

Liz said that although the exhibition would not take 
up as much space as All in a Day’s Work, it would make 
an impact in its allocated space. 

“The images are another example of the riches con-
tained in the CWD Negative Collection,” she said. 

The exhibition will open in late October. 
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Exhibition to focus on children

Children with their billy-cart in 1956, one of the thousands of 
great images of young people in the collection.

Prime Television has donated a major film archive detailing locally pro-
duced 16mm news, sport and current affairs footage from 1962 to 1982 to Or-
ange Regional Museum. 

The reels were compiled by CBN Channel 8, which went to air for the first 
time in March 1962.  

The studios were situated on the corner of Bathurst Road and Lone Pine 
Avenue. From there they produced many regional  programs including Rural 
Roundup, Weekend Report and Sports Action. 

The archive will allow the museum to preserve and display the history of 
the regional broadcaster as well as the many topics, people, places and events 
captured in news footage. 

Museum manager Mary-Liz Andrews is 
excited that the museum has been given this 
valuable historical collection. She said it in-
cluded footage from a Festival of Arts pro-
cession in Orange, the Canowindra Heritage 
Carnival, sporting events, water shortages, 
local politicians and agricultural shows. 

“We can’t wait to discover more from 
this incredible archive.”  

Many local people worked at CBN 8 and 
it is hoped former staff will be able to assist 
with digitisation and documentation of the 
collection.

Museum acquires local film archive Pat Ford’s story 
to go on display

Many Orange 
people remem-
ber the late Pat 
Ford’s outstand-
ing career as a 
boxer. 

He became 
NSW Amateur 
Lightweight 
Champion, and as a professional, 
he became Australian and Empire 
Lightweight Champion. 

He later ran a butcher’s shop in 
Orange and also inspired many 
young boys to take up boxing. 

Orange Regional Museum is to 
mount a display in the foyer area 
of highlights of his career, with 
photographs, film footage and 
sporting memorabilia. 

The exhibition will run from 1 
May to 28 October.

News from Orange Regional Museum



                                                                                                                                      History Alive 9  Autumn 2021

Long history of Sale Street building
We recently received an inquiry 

from Chris Pulo showing four young 
women standing outside a distinctive 
two-storey building, believed to be in 
Orange. The woman on the right is 
Chris’s great-grandmother Adeline 
Ethel Smith. Judging by their clothes, 
the photo was taken sometime in the 
1920s. 

After some head-scratching we 
found images of the building in Rob 
Bartlett’s second volume of ‘Orange & 
District: A History in Pictures’ as well 
as in the 1908 book about Orange.  

It was known as the Oddfellows’ 
Hall, and was situated on the western 
side of Sale Street opposite Orange 
Infants School. 

Rob Bartlett says it was designed 
by John Hale and built in 1876 on 
land donated by William Dale. It was 
either rebuilt or extensively enlarged 
in 1885. 

The Oddfellows’ Hall was in 1908 the headquarters 
of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfel-
lows (MUIOOF). The organisation was said to be the 
largest and wealthiest friendly society in the British Em-
pire, with a membership of more than one million. 

Friendly societies were the precursors of health 
funds. For a small weekly payment, members could ac-
cess sick, funeral, widows and medical benefits. At a 
time when social services were virtually non-existent, 
friendly societies filled a vital role in supporting the 
sick and indigent. 

In the early 1900s it became a popular venue for 

dances and other social gatherings, concerts, public 
meetings and boxing matches as well as movie shows. 

Between the 1920s and 30s dances with a jazz or-
chestra were held in the hall. Perhaps the young women 
were attending a dance when the photo was taken. 

In the early 1950s Orange Public School used it as a 
hall, then in 1954 the building was remodelled for Radio 
2GZ. Later, the ABC acquired it for its 2CR radio sta-
tion. In recent years it was the Blockbuster video store. 

Little remains of the original building but there are a 
few clues if a comparison is made between the image of 
the building in 1908 and the one of the building when tele-
vision equipment was delivered in 1961 (see below left). 

Taking delivery of equipment for CBN8’s transmitting station on Mount 
Canobolas and its Bathurst Road studios outside the Radio 2GZ studios in 
Sale Street in October 1961.                                 Photo CWD Negative Collection.

Historic buildings of Orange

The MUIOOF building in Sale Street as it appeared in the 1908 book about Orange.

Young women outside the MUIOOF 
hall in the 1920s. Photo Chris Pulo.
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Visitors hear fascinating story of Nubrygyn
The old Nubrygyn Inn. Photo Kate Gadsby.

 
Right: Bob Sul-
livan and Geoff 
Watson get into 
the spirit of the 
bushranger re-
enactment, 
dodging show-
ers of rain in the 
process.  
Photos Phil 
Stevenson.

 
 
 
 
Right: Kate 
Gadsby ex-
plains the 
history of 
Nubrygyn at 
Maroombah 
Homestead.

Fifty-five people spent an interesting and enjoyable 
day visiting the Nubrygyn area near Euchareena recently, 
organised by Friends of the Orange Regional Museum. 

Author Kate Gadsby, whose recently published work 
‘Convicts, Capitalists and Corruption’ tells the story of 
Nubrygyn and the colony’s settlement west of the Great 
Divide, guided the visitors around the district that she 
has described so well in the book. 

Phil Schwebel and Kate gave excellent commentary 
about Nubrygyn and its surroundings. The site of Henry 
Kater’s Caleula flour mill, which was developed by 
Charles Wray Finch in 1842, was passed en route. 
There was a detour to Shepherd’s Creek Station, which 
had been a land grant to Charles Wray Finch in 1842. 

An early shepherd’s hut site, circa 1826, was pointed 
out on Thomas Kite’s Nubrygyn before arriving at 
Nubrygyn Inn, which was on the original road from 
Bathurst to Wellington (now the Euchareena to Molong 
road, and known previously as Simpson’s Track). Here 
Kate told the history of the 1850 pisé building, first 
home of her ancestors, William and Caroline Brazier. 

Then Geoff Watson and others did a re-enactment of 
bushranger Ben Hall’s attack on the inn in 1865. 

Kate hosted lunch at her home, Binowee, before the 
group drove on to Maroombah, which was originally 
Finch and Warne’s Nubrygyn property. Enclosed in this 
house is an old mud-brick building, circa 1840, be-
lieved to be the oldest building of its type west of the 
Blue Mountains. The property was a convict stopover 
on the way to Wellington. 

A final visit was to the five-stand shearing shed at 
Maroombah, which dates from the 1890s. 

Left: Visitors at Charles 
Warne and Charles 
Finch’s Nubrygyn, now 
called Maroombah 
Homestead. The origi-
nal mudbrick dwelling, 
built by Finch in 1838, 
is in the centre of the 
homestead.



The NSW Fire Brigade held regular ‘demonstra-
tions’ for many years, an opportunity for firemen to 
compete in races and competitions and show off their 
skills. 

Among the events were mock rescues, manning 
hydrants and hoses, scaling ladders and running 
races. 

They were also an opportunity for the public to 
witness the skills of the firemen, get close to the fire 
engines and equipment, and cheer on their local 
teams. 

These photos were taken by the Central Western 
Daily in October 1958 at Wade Park, where brigades 
from throughout the State gathered.
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Have you renewed your membership?

Firemen vie for honours at demonstration

We are well into a new year, with the committee 
meeting monthly, volunteers working at the cottage and 
activities and meetings planned. 

Membership fees for 2021 were due on 1 January 
and members were sent an invoice at that time. If you 
have inadvertently forgotten to renew your membership, 
this is the last copy of the newsletter that you will re-
ceive. We do hope you will remain members as we rely 
on your support to continue our activities. 

Would you please arrange payment as soon as possi-
ble so that your membership can continue. 

Fees are: Family $45; individual $30; single conces-

sion $20; couple concession $30. 
Payment can be made by: 
* cheque mailed to the society at: P O Box 1626, Or-

ange, NSW 2800. 
* cash or cheque brought into the cottage at 148 

March Street on Wednesdays between 10.30am and 
4pm. 

* direct payment to our bank account: Orange Credit 
Union, BSB 802-129, A/c no 34252, adding a brief rea-
son for payment, i.e. J Smith member. If you are trans-
ferring money from your account at Orange Credit 
Union, please add S1 to our account number. 

Teamwork was essential when manning high ladders. Firemen competed not only in emergency contests but also a 
number of athletics events.

A test of strength as firemen gather up dummy ‘victims’ to take 
them out of danger.

Adults and children enjoyed a ride on a fire engine.



                                                                                                                          

 Diary April - June 2021
Orange Regional Museum: Open daily 9am-4pm. 
 
Millthorpe Golden Memories Museum: Open weekends  
and public holidays 11am-3pm. 
 
Molong Museum: During renovations for the next 
few months the museum will be closed to general vis-
itors. It may be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays but 
please phone ahead to ensure this. Museum volunteers 
are available by appointment at other times for re-
search and family history matters. Contact secretary 
Sue Milne on 0400 425 015 or email: susan-
milne55@gmail.com 
 
Wentworth Mine: open Saturday and Sunday on the first 
full weekend of the month 10am-2.30pm.  
See www.orangemuseum.com.au/wentworthmainmine 
 
Wednesdays and Fridays: Historical Society volun-

teer working days at Heritage Cottage. Visitors with in-
quiries are welcome. Please phone Liz Edwards on 
0408 390 918 before your visit so we can start working 
on your inquiry. 
 
Wednesday 7 April: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm. 
 
Wednesday 5 May: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm.  
 
Wednesday 12 May: History Alive meeting ‘Deliv-
ered to the door’, with a panel of guest speakers to talk 
about their experiences of delivering bread, milk, soft 
drinks, newspapers etc. To be held at 6.30 for 7pm at 
Orange Senior Citizens Centre (off Woolworths car 
park). Admission $4 members, $6 non-members, in-
cludes supper. 
 
Wednesday 2 June: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm.  
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Minister to have final say on nurses’ home
The battle to retain Orange’s former nurses’ quarters 

in Sale Street continues following a recommendation 
that it be retained and cleared of asbestos. 

The Western Regional Planning Panel recommended 
in February that the 1937 building, known to many as 
Caldwell House, should be saved because of its heritage 
significance. 

This followed a protracted debate about the future of 
the building with Orange City Council, Orange & Dis-
trict Historical Society, heritage architect James Nichol-
son and others seeking to have it retained. 

NSW Health Infrastructure had wanted the building 
demolished, citing the difficulty of removing the as-
bestos safely. Opponents of the plan argued that the as-
bestos would have to be removed regardless. As well, 
the building was one of the last vestiges of the former 
Orange Base Hospital, housing thousands of nurses 
over many years. It later served many purposes relating 
to health care. 

Following the planning panel’s recommendation, 
Health Infrastructure reiterated that it was too risky to 
retain the building, stating that it would, however, sup-
port a ‘heritage interpretation strategy’ to remember the 
building.  

The adjacent building, on the corner of Dalton 
Street, will be demolished. 

Orange Mayor, Reg Kidd, said that while the building 
had serious asbestos problems, these would have to be 
rectified whether the building was saved or demolished. 

“I believe the minister will take a close look at this 
recommendation and acknowledge that now that the 
new DPIE headquarters has opened across the road, 
there is huge value for the government in keeping the 
heritage building so it can be incorporated in a new re-
use, by the government or a private developer,” he said. 

The final decision now rests with NSW Planning 
Minister Rob Stokes. 

 
 Progress at Duntryleague  
About eighty guests attended a dinner in the newly 

refurbished Dalton Room at Duntryleague recently. The 
dinner was a celebration of the recently completed re-
medial works at the mansion, including the porte 
cochère, first floor verandah and the Dalton Room. 

Dark panelling has been removed from the Dalton 
Room, replaced with white and grey paint, and impressive 
new lighting installed. The result is a dazzlingly bright 
room for weddings, dinners and other social gatherings. 

Guests of honour at the dinner were the Irish Ambas-
sador Breandan O’Caollai and his wife Carmel. Also 
present were Orange Mayor Reg Kidd and his wife 
Kerry, members and supporters of the Duntryleague 
Mansion Foundation, and several members of the Dal-
ton family. 

The foundation has been given permission to pro-
ceed with further significant developments, including a 
lift, but has yet to raise the necessary funds. 
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