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Top: Eulalie, an elegant Victorian home in Byng Street 
whose facade has been changed. 
 
Below: Little Bowen Terrace in McLachlan Street, one 
of several terraces in Orange. Only the two-storey 
Bowen Terrace in Bathurst Road remains.



                                                                                                                                          

Hello members. I hope everyone is keeping well and 
staying safe. The Covid 19 pandemic continues to re-
strict large group gatherings but we have been lucky 
that our Wednesday and Friday volunteers have been 
able to meet at the cottage and continue their work.  

Our main group of volunteers has been meeting on 
Wednesdays and continues to expand the digital database 
of our collections as well as scanning damaged CWD 
negatives and recording newspaper articles. Accessioning 
new items in to the collection continues after they have 
been accepted by the committee at the monthly meetings. 

On Fridays a group meets, some of whom are retired 
Email employees, to review, label and add captions in 
the Electrolux photo database to the many thousands of 
photos taken in the factory over many years.  

Research inquiries continue to flow in each week 
and Liz, Phil and Julie answer as many as possible 
when they can find information they can pass on. They 
often spend many hours researching a specific subject.  

One of the highlights of the year was the production 
of the panoramic photo panels of Orange and Lucknow. 
The original photos were taken in the early 1900s. Ear-
lier this year the photos were photographed and en-
hanced expertly by member Robert Bruce and mounted 
on aluminium panels by McSigns. Three sections for 
Orange and two for Lucknow flow from one panel to 
the next.  

Member Kate Gadsby recently launched her book 

‘Convicts, Capitalists and Cor-
ruption’ about the history of the 
Nubrygyn district. It is a fasci-
nating read and is selling well. 

Rob Bartlett published his 
book ‘The Magic of Merlin’, a 
collection of photographs taken 
by Henry Beaufoy Merlin of 
Orange in 1871. The photos in 
the book are taken from glass 
plate positives and cartes de vis-
ite.  This is a good read and an-
other great resource for our local history.  

One of the highlights of the year was the donation by 
member John Kich of a painting of John Woodward’s 
Manchester store (now the Metropolitan Hotel) in 1872. It 
is currently being assessed by a conservator to stabilise it. 

Because of Covid, we were unable to hold a mem-
bers’ Christmas dinner this year. However, we held Fes-
tive drinks and nibbles following the last volunteer 
working day on 16 December.  

As we head into the Christmas-New Year break, I 
would like to thank all the volunteers who give their 
time on Wednesdays, Fridays and other times. 

Merry Christmas to all members and their families. 
Stay safe and I hope we can continue to work together 
to preserve our local history next year. 

- Dave Sykes 

A message from the president
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The Electrolux volunteers group 
continues to add to our knowledge 
of the Emmco/Email/Electrolux fac-
tory which employed thousands of 
Orange people for seventy years. 

This is the group’s second look 
at the thousands of photos in the 
factory’s collection covering the 
workplace, management, appren-
tices and social events. 

Group member Steve Braken-
ridge said they had recently turned to 
examining photos of 25-year presen-
tations as well as apprentice photos. 

“It’s been very worthwhile,” 
Steve said. “We managed to get all 
the names.” 

Group member John Glaston-
bury has been working on a time-
line with Steve feeding statements 
about the workplace to him for in-
clusion. 

John Smith did not work at the 
factory but has a phenomenal knowl-
edge of Orange people and events to 
add to the database. Geoff Barg-
wanna, who was a senior engineer 

and Steve, who started as an appren-
tice fitter and turner and ended up as 
a logistics manager, both bring a 
wealth of knowledge to the project. 
Phil Stevenson leads the group. 

Steve said they aimed to finish 
the second round of going through 
the photos during the first quarter of 

next year and then they would prob-
ably turn their attention to the hun-
dreds of images of the factory in the 
CWD Negative Collection.  

He added that they still had to go 
through the Email Newsletter which 
appeared regularly in the Central 
Western Daily for many years.

Electrolux group adds to huge database

The Electrolux group: John Smith, Geoff Bargwanna, Phil Stevenson, John Glas-
tonbury and Steve Brakenridge.
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Historic buildings of Orange
Our special feature on historic Orange buildings gives 
an insight into the discoveries we regularly make at the 
Historical Society and how we piece together evidence 
from a variety of sources to build up a picture of the 
subject.  
We show the importance of damaged negatives in the 
CWD Negative Collection, how chimneys can help iden-

tify buildings, the clues hidden within old buildings, 
local memory, newspaper articles, the Orange  
panoramic photo, and land records.  
Special thanks to the following people who assisted with 
these stories: Phil Stevenson, John Kich, Rob Bartlett, 
Kate Gadsby, Euan Greer, Lyndell Tate, Brian Coyne, 
Troy Pearson, Ross Maroney and The Old Orange Crew. 

By Elisabeth Edwards 
 

The story of The Bush-
man’s Home started when I 
was working my way 
through the damaged nega-
tives from the CWD Nega-
tive Collection. Through heat 
and poor storage in the past, 
several thousand negatives 
were damaged, typically 
showing ‘spotting’ or, worse, 
a spider-web effect. How-
ever, while some are in very 
poor condition, others are still 
salvageable, therefore we are 
scanning them all as they are 
sometimes the only images 
we have of certain people, 
places or events. 

I came across a negative showing 
an old two-storey building that I had 
never seen before. A quick inquiry to 
local history buffs came up blank. 

The next step was to match the 
negative with the relevant article in the 
CWD from June 1958. Under the 
heading ‘Leagues club planned: build-
ing bought’, it was revealed that the 
building had been bought by the  

newly-formed Orange Leagues Club. 
The trustees planned to carry out reno-
vations ‘almost immediately’ and ex-
pected to occupy the building by 
September that year. While it would be 
primarily a rugby league club, all 
sportsmen were welcome. 

Trustees were: T Lehdey, F Thurn, 
Tom Finley, Jack Jaeger and L Jones. 

The building’s address was given 
as 71 Lords Place, between Kite and 
Moulder streets. This important piece 

of information allowed local 
historians John Kich and Rob 
Bartlett to pinpoint the loca-
tion, north of Kelly’s Hotel 
and south of the city car park 
on the corner of Kite Street 
and Lords Place (where Dal-
ton Brothers’ grain shed used 
to be located). 

Our member John Kich, 
who has extensive knowledge 
of Orange buildings, was able 
to identify the exact location 
taking into account that the 
street number had changed, 
pinpointing it to number 151, 
which is now Tate’s Quality 
Building Supplies. He for-
warded a photo from Ross 

Maroney’s extensive collection dated 
2006, showing that behind the 
shopfront was the roof and a chimney 
of a much older two-storey building, 
which was known to have existed in 
1891. The location and style of the 
chimney matched exactly the one in 
the old, damaged photo. He also found 
a later photo, from 2008, showing the 
same roof but there was no longer a 
chimney. 

Hidden building reveals its history 

Although the negative is damaged, the historic building is 
still clearly visible.

Detail from Orange panoramic photo of 1907 showing 
Kelly’s Hotel on the left and the Bushman’s Home on 
the right. 

Above: the northern side of the 
building showing faint writing. 
Below: Interior detail.

Above: Plaster and lathe detail. 
Below: The roof and chimney 
of the original building.



Rob Bartlett, who owns an extensive photo collec-
tion, concurred with John Kich’s findings. 

There had been discussions among Orange historians 
many years ago about the possibility that the building had 
been either the Daniel O’Connell Hotel or a low-class 
boarding house named the Bushman’s Home, or both. 

John Kich was able to prove from the Orange sewer-
age plan of 1917 that the Daniel O’Connell Hotel and the 
Bushman’s Home were two separate buildings. Backing 
up this information were newspaper articles from 1906 
naming both accommodation facilities separately. 

Our next step was to visit the location to see what 
further clues could be found in the fabric of the build-
ing. Lyndell Tate, whose father-in-law was Barry Tate, 
showed Phil Stevenson, Euan Greer and I around the 
premises. The old building is now used for storage but 
its main features can still be seen, especially on the 
upper storey, accessed by a very solid timber staircase. 

There were accommodation rooms with sash win-
dows, evidence of lath and plaster ceilings, timber 
floors, and fittings on the walls for gas lamps.  

It appeared that the original building had been added to 
at some stage after 1907, with the front verandah extended 
around the southern side. The original building can be iden-
tified in the Orange panoramic photo, just south of Dalton 
Brothers’ grain shed and a little north of Kelly’s Hotel. 

As we left the building, we stood for a moment 
across Lords Place when we noticed that there was faint 
writing on the upper portion of the northern side. Be-
cause it was so high up, a closer look was not possible. 
It was time to bring in Troy Pearson, who operates a 
drone business in Orange. Troy sent a drone up level to 
the writing on the wall. With expert camera work and 
image enhancement he was able to make out the words 
‘Boarding here 14/- [fourteen shillings] per week’. 

Next, we turned to newspaper records in Trove, the 
National Library’s digitised newspaper repository. 

There were several records of the Bushman’s Home 
from the early 1900s. Here we need to explain the his-
tory of the name, which actually refers to a number of 
similar accommodation premises across NSW. They 
were cheap lodging houses for men and typically of-

fered shared rooms and basic cooking facilities. Board-
ers had to bring their own bedding while the proprietor 
supplied cooking utensils, wood, water and gas. 

There was one in Forbes as early as 1868. 
There were two Bushman’s Homes in Orange – one 

in Lords Place and one somewhere in East Orange. 
We can get a sense of what they were like from East 

Orange Council meetings. In December 1901 council 
was told that ‘a number of undesirable persons were 
again living at the Bushman’s Home’. Alderman Bowen 
had visited it and found the residents to be ‘of a good 
class’ but they didn’t want to work. He thought they had 
only come down from the back country for a holiday. 
The Mayor suggested an inspection be made of the 
premise but Ald Clayton said they should also inspect 
the ‘Chinese dens’ in East Orange. 

When council requested that the proprietor of the 
East Orange Bushman’s Home, Thomas Bennett, regis-
ter the premises as a common lodging house, he ob-
jected, stating he was ‘only keeping a bushman’s home, 
not a common boarding house’, the inference being that 
a bushman’s home was somehow superior. 

Other Bushman’s Homes, in Wagga and Wellington 
for example, had fearsome reputations, with frequent 
fights, thefts and drunkenness. 

We know that the Lords Place Bushman’s Home was 
in existence at least since 1906, when the proprietor, 
Manasseh Fearon, was accused by one of his tenants of 
assault and unlawful detention of property. The details 
of the case are not relevant to our research except that 
they indicate that men paid sixpence per night for ac-
commodation and that four men typically shared one 
room.There are references to the home up to February 
1916 when a man was allegedly robbed of ₤50 which he 
had placed under his pillow – things hadn’t improved at 
the Bushman’s Home! 

There remains a 40-year gap in our knowledge of the 
building until Orange Rugby League bought it in 1958. 
Sometime after the club’s bid for a licence failed, largely 
because of opposition from nearby hotels, it was occupied 
by Ted Harper Building Supplies in the 1960s, and it later 
became part of Barry Tate’s business premises. 
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Details of the interior of the old building.

Historic buildings of Orange
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Most Orange residents will be familiar with the grace-
ful sweep of Bowen Terrace on the right as they enter the 
city from the east. It was built for Maurice Bebb Bowen, 
proprietor of Bowen’s tannery and boot factory in East 
Orange to house some of his scores of workers. 

One might imagine that the breadwinners of those 
lucky families that lived in the double-storey terraced 
houses held important jobs at the tannery. 

What many people may not realise is that Bowen also 
had terraces built in nearby streets although these were 
single-storey and not on the grand scale of Bowen Terrace. 

Still, it is remarkable that Bowen thought enough of 
his workers to provide any sort of accommodation. 

Bowen started his tannery, which was situated in the 
vicinity of the present Glenroi Avenue, in about 1861 

and built it up into a very successful business. 
There were thirty-four pits for the various processes 

and wattle bark was harvested from around the district 
to assist in the creation of leather. 

It was said that the tannery could turn out 1000 pairs 
of boots a week. Bowen also sent up to ₤500 worth of 
leather to Sydney and London each year. It was claimed 
that a man could be measured, inspect the factory and 
be re-booted in half an hour. 

Thanks to Keith Mazoudier, whose family owned 
Bowen Terrace for many decades, it was extensively 
renovated in the late 20th century to save it from falling 
into disrepair. Not so lucky were the tenants of Little 
Bowen Terrace in McLachlan Street, whose humble 
homes were demolished in the 1970s. 

Bowen Terrace, a familiar landmark in Orange.

Historic buildings of Orange

Terraces built for tannery workers

Above left: Mrs Reg Langham at her home in Little Bowen  
Terrace, McLachlan Street, in 1967. The terrace was demolished 
in the 1970s. 
 
Above right: Workers at Bowen Tannery. 
 
Left: A terrace in Endsleigh Avenue known as Railway Terrace 
but which may have originally been built for Bowen’s Tannery 
workers. The image is from the 1907 panoramic photo of Or-
ange. The terrace no longer exists. 
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Transformation of Byng Street building
Our research into an Orange house named Eulalie 

started with a mystery postcard donated to the society a 
couple of years ago. It showed a rather fine Victorian 
house with a strikingly decorative feature on the roof 
and an ornamental chimney. It looked as if it had been 
snowing. On the verandah were a number of people. The 
only clue to its identity were the words ‘Eulalie, Orange’ 
and the date 1908. The writing on the reverse gave no 
worthwhile information.  

A year or so later, when Phil Stevenson, Julie Sykes 
and I were scanning and cataloguing items in the soci-
ety’s plan cabinets, I came across an Orange street index 
which mentioned Mrs J Houston living at Eulalie, 27 
Byng Street, so now we had a point of reference.  

And not long after that, when I was scanning dam-
aged negatives from the CWD Negative Collection, I 
came across a photo from June 1958 and immediately 
recognised the building as Eulalie, even though the 
image was of poor quality and the front of the building 
was being demolished.  

I found the accompanying article on the CWD mi-
crofilm at Orange City Library: the building was to be-
come a funeral parlour and to that end, the front of the 
house was being demolished. As our member Euan 
Greer, who has a particular interest in heritage build-
ings, remarked, ‘Council would never allow this to be 
done these days.” 

While street numbering had changed significantly 
since the Eulalie postcard had been printed, a final clue 
as to its location was given in the article: it was situated 

near the School of Arts (now the PCYC). Over the 
years, Eulalie’s address had changed from 27 Byng 
Street to 100 Byng Street. 

Armed with that information, it was easy to identify 
the drastically altered building, just east of the PCYC, 
from its distinctive chimneys, and also the chimneys of 
the house next to it. Eulalie is now The White Place, a re-
tail outlet for homewares, fashion and lifestyle products. 

At about the same time as we were piecing together 
the history of Eulalie, members of Facebook group The 
Old Orange Crew had independently reached the same 
conclusion as to Eulalie’s location. 

More research needs to be done to discover when the 
house was built and for whom. Its distinctive front and 
decorative roof motif and chimneys suggest a person of 
wealth and good taste. 

We know, however, that for some years after 1905, it 
was run as a guest house by Mrs Elizabeth Houston, the 
widow of John Houston, who had died that year. John 
Houston was a carpenter and joiner and when he died 
only three years after marrying Elizabeth, they had a 
son, Arthur, aged just two years. An advertisement in 
the Orange Leader proves that Elizabeth Houston was 
still running the guest house in 1915. 

Mrs Houston must have been an enterprising woman 
for she appears also to have run a grocery shop on the 
corner of Summer and Hill streets. Judging by the 
clothes the women and children are wearing in the 
photo, this business may well have preceded her time 
running Eulalie. 

Postcard showing Eulalie’s decorative facade.

Left: Photo from 1958 
damaged negative 
showing demolition 
of the front of Eulalie 
for funeral parlour. 
 
Right: Shop on the 
corner of Hill and 
Summer streets run 
by Mrs Houston.

Historic buildings of Orange

The house on the right showing its decorative chimneys.



Make a note in your diaries that the 157th anniver-
sary of A B ‘Banjo’ Paterson’s birth will be celebrated 
on Wednesday 17 February 2021. 

Held under the auspices of Orange & District Histor-
ical Society, it will take place at Banjo Paterson Park, 
Ophir Road, from 6pm to 8.30pm. 

Included will be a talk about Banjo Paterson and the 
history of the park as well as poetry readings and music. 

Bring your own picnic tables and chairs and a picnic 
basket or buy a barbecue meal from Rotary volunteers. 

Make your booking through trybooking.com 
For inquiries phone Elizabeth Griffin on 6361 1920 

or 0437 868 595. 
The birthday celebration is one of a number of 

events to be featured during the Banjo Paterson Poetry 
Festival from 13-21 February.  

On Saturday 13 February an afternoon tea, entertain-
ment, history and tours will be held from 2pm-5pm at 
Boree Cabonne, The Escort Way, Borenore. 

Cost is $20 per person. Make your booking through 
trybooking.com or phone Elizabeth Griffin on 6361 
1920 or 0437 868 595.  

Banjo Paterson in the Garden will be held from 
12pm-5pm on Saturday 13 February at Rosebank Guest 
House and Gallery, 38-40 Victoria Street, Millthorpe. 

Local performers will bring iconic Australian bush 
ballads. Food and drinks will be available for purchase.  

Cost is $5 per person.  
For bookings and information contact Richard Beach 

on 0407 784 539 or email  
rosebankmillthorpe@gmail.com  

A ‘poetry brawl’ will be held on Saturday 13 Febru-
ary in the Family Courtyard at the Freemasons Hotel, 
Bank Street, Molong, with the chance to win prize-
money. Participants will perform a one-minute original 
poem, lyric or limerick, recited, sung or rapped. Per-
formers can be individuals, pairs or groups. 

Times are: Under 18s – 7pm-8pm; open 9pm-10pm. 
Register at trybooking.com (under 18s free; open - $5). 

For inquiries contact Jude Taylor on  
0405 021 265.  

Brunch with Banjo will be held from 10am-4pm on 
Sunday 14 February at Banjo – More than a Poet Mu-
seum, 43 Forbes Street, Yeoval. Poetry and music will 
be performed all day with open mic for walk-up per-
formers. Devonshire teas, light lunches and barbecue 

sandwiches will be served. Entry by donation to the 
Wombat Bush Poets Group.  

No bookings needed.  
For more information contact Alf Cantrill on  

0427 208 913.  
The unveiling of a three-metre bronze sculpture of 

Banjo Paterson will take place at 10.30am on Wednes-
day 17 February at Banjo – More than a Poet Museum 
at 43 Forbes Street, Yeoval. 

Free entry – no bookings required.  
For more information contact Alf Cantrill on  

0427 208 913.  
The Wrath of Grapes, an open mic style Aussie po-

etry evening, will take place from 6pm on Thursday 18 
February in the barrel shed at Heifer Station Wines, 
1034 The Escort Way, Orange. 

Tickets ($30 adults, $20 children) include a glass of 
wine or beer and a shearer’s meal. 

Bookings essential – visit heiferstation.com or phone 
6365 2275.  

Rotary’s Brekky and Poetry on the Pavers will take 
place from 7.30am-9.30am on Friday 19 February in the 
Southcourt, Orange Civic Centre. 

Barbecue breakfast and entertainment from local 
youth walk-up poets. Drop in on your way to work or 
after your morning walk.  

No bookings needed. For inquiries, contact John 
Templeman on 0401 701 272.  

On Saturday 20 February a youth poetry competition 
will be held from 9.30am-12.30pm at Orange Ex-Ser-
vices Club, 231-243 Anson Street, Orange. 

It will feature individual performances of original 
poetry by school students. Competition entry free. 

Hosted by the Rotary Club of Orange. Entry $5. 
Inquiries Len Banks, 0428 459 117.  
Rotary Club of Orange’s community market day will 

be held from 9am-2pm on Sunday 21 February at the 
Showground arena, Leeds Parade, Orange. 

It will include a craft and produce market with enter-
tainment and open mic for poets.  

For stallholder bookings, go to  
rotarycluboforange.org.au  

Entry by gold coin.  
Inquiries to Sue Patterson on 0427 588 805. 
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Full program for Banjo festival

Membership fees due in the New Year
Early in the New Year we will be sending out re-

minders for renewal of membership.  
We thank you for staying with us during a difficult 

year, during which we were not able to bring you our 
usual History Alive meetings and other special events. 

Membership fees will remain the same: 

Family $45; individual $30; single concession $20; 
couple concession $30. 

On receipt of your invoice would you please pay 
promptly as this will assist in our record-keeping and 
ensure our financial viability. 

We look forward to your continued membership.



Renowned collector of 
historical photos of the 
Orange district Rob 
Bartlett has once again 
dazzled us with his 
unique insight into Or-
ange’s history. 

‘The Magic of Merlin’ 
is a collection of pho-
tographs taken by Henry 
Beaufoy Merlin in Orange 
during his 1871 visit, 
among the earliest known 
images of the town. 

In it Rob seeks not 
only to show the images 
of inns, businesses, families, work-
ers and streetscapes, but to convey 
the history of the town as it entered 
a period of prosperity. 

The images themselves are 
evocative enough, but Rob has 

picked out and enlarged details 
which otherwise might go unno-
ticed: a two-wheeled cart with a 
goat nearby; a woman peering 
over a fence; a man lounging 
against a fence outside the Post 

Office; a man on a white 
horse in an almost de-
serted Summer Street. 

The pity is we know 
that there were scores of 
photos that have been 
lost over the years. Mer-
lin reported to the Town 
and Country Journal on a 
later visit to Orange in 
July 1973 that he ‘took 
every house there’. Today 
only fifty-three images 
survive. But thanks to the 
NSW State Library’s 
Holtermann Collection 

and the work of enthusiasts such 
as Rob Bartlett, we can enjoy 
today images of our city as it was 
almost 150 years ago. 

The book is available at Camera 
House in Anson Street for $45. 
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Nubrygyn’s rich history comes to life
A newly published book about 

the Nubrygyn in the Euchareena dis-
trict north of Orange fills in a signif-
icant gap in our knowledge of the 
settlers, convicts, explorers, mis-
sionaries and bushrangers who fre-
quented that area. 

Author Kate Gadsby, who grew 
up in the district and still lives there, 
spent many years researching its 
rich history for ‘Convicts, Capital-
ists and Corruption: Nubrygyn and 
the Colony’s settlement west of the 
Great Divide’. 

Kate discovered the stories of the 
explorers who were the first white 
men to traverse this land, one of 
NSW’s earliest convict settlements, 
how entrepreneurs such as Thomas 
Kite bought up land, the difficult 
and often unrewarding lives of mis-
sionaries, and how bushrangers rav-
aged the country for many years. 

During her research she taught 
herself to search the land records so 
necessary to understanding the his-
tory of settlement. It is a very com-
plex process but one in which Kate 
excels. Along the way she acquired 
an impressive collection of maps 
relevant to the book. 

As the book progresses we meet 

an eclectic cast of characters: con-
vict labourer James Mostyn, who 
helped build the road over the Blue 
Mountains under William Cox and 
went on to accompany surveyor 
George Evans to the land west of the 
Macquarie River; Lieutenant Percy 
Simpson, who developed the con-
vict settlement at the Wellington 
Valley; Charles Frederick Warne, a 
merchant who was beset by bad 
luck; Captain Charles Wray Finch, a 

man of integrity who did much to 
develop Nubrygyn; Missionaries 
Jakob Günther and the Reverend 
William Watson, who spent years 
ministering to the Aborigines in the 
district; the eccentric Colonel Henry 
Croasdaile Wilson, the Colony’s 
First Police Magistrate, who led a 
life of controversy and died in ob-
scurity; the convict settlers such as 
Robert Trudgett and his wife Con-
stance Couronne, a slave girl from 
Mauritius who, at just ten years 
old, was the youngest convict ever 
to be transported to NSW; and the 
bushrangers such as Ben Hall and 
‘Blue Cap’, who terrorised the 
Wellington district for years. 
These people – rich and poor, con-
victs and free settlers – vividly 
bring to life the challenges, tri-
umphs and tragedies of life in the 
colony. 

The book is richly illustrated 
with photographs, paintings, draw-
ings and maps and is a credit to the 
author as well as the designer, Di 
Smith. 

It is on sale for $45 at Collins 
Bookshop in Orange or directly 
from Kate Gadsby at  
www.kategadsby.com 

The old Royal Hotel in Byng Street, 1871.

Beaufoy Merlin’s insight into Orange in 1871
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Christmas cheer ends a challenging year

Ross Maroney, Josefine Agland and Phil Stevenson.
Christmas drinks were held in the green shed following an 
afternoon storm on Wednesday 16 December. Pictured here 
are Ann and Steve Brakenridge and Rosemary Curry.

Elizabeth Griffin, Anne Bruce and Rosemary Curry.

Terry Hoffman, Doug and Pamela Brooks.

Marie Hoffman and Kate Gadsby.

Robert Bruce, Karen Kloosterman and Liz Edwards.

Euan Greer and Judy Agland.
Jenny Holdaway and Mary-Liz An-
drews.Dave and Julie Sykes.



By Euan Greer 
 

Since the spring edition of our newsletter, a number 
of items of heritage interest have been considered by ap-
proval bodies or been advertised or publicised by Or-
ange City Council. 
 
The Old Nurses’ Quarters, Sale Street  

As the building is owned by a State Government 
body (NSW Health), Council does not have the power to 
reject or approve the Development Application (DA) to 
demolish the building. Instead, the matter is referred to 
the Western Region Independent Planning Panel for as-
sessment. It, in turn, can only make a recommendation to 
the Minister for Planning, who makes the final decision. 

As objectors to the demolition, I and fellow member 
James Nicholson were invited to address the panel’s 
meeting on 2 November. Council also objected via a 
written submission but was not permitted to speak in 
public. The panel was supposed to announce its decision 
within seven days but after a fortnight no announcement 
had been made. It has reserved its judgement and asked 
for further information from Council and NSW Health 
on matters put before it at the hearing.  Summer Centre hotel 

The DA for this proposal was considered by Council 
at its meeting on 3 November. The project is for the con-
struction of a four-storey hotel and retail shops on the 
vacant land fronting the Summer Centre and involves the 
demolition of Ron Boulton’s old bicycle shop at the 
western end of the row of shops on Summer Street. The 
society has information that the building dates back to 
circa 1877 rather than the late 1890s/early 1900s gener-
ally accepted. The developer stated they wished to retain 
the façade but the slope of the land precluded this. De-
spite objections to the demolition of the historic build-
ing, Council approved the DA. Thus another piece of the 
city’s heritage will fall before the bulldozer.  Orange Regional Conservatorium and Planeterium 

This DA for construction on the North Court land im-
mediately east of the Heritage Centre was also approved at 
the Council’s meeting on 3 November. The date of con-
struction is unknown as the project is dependent on obtain-
ing grant funding from State and/or Federal governments.  CBD Hotel 

A proposal for another four-storey hotel to be built 
on the site of the old railway Permanent Way Depot at 
the Endsleigh Avenue end of the pedestrian bridge at the 
railway station was originally advertised in April 2020. 
A significant number of objections on various grounds 
(most notably the very modern design not being in 

keeping with the surrounding heritage character of the 
area) was received by Council. Council’s heritage advi-
sor was also strongly opposed to the design. The devel-
oper took the objections and suggestions on board and 
presented a revised DA incorporating significant 
changes to the overall design and appearance of the 
hotel. The changes resulted in a building which will be 
much more in keeping with its surrounds. The DA was 
approved at the Council meeting on 1 December. 
 
2019 Heritage Study Review 

This review of the city’s heritage conservation areas 
(HCAs) had major inputs by invited members of the com-
munity. The report from the consultants engaged to guide 
the study was placed before the wider community for 
comment. Their final report recommended the expansion 
of some of the existing HCAs, the creation of several new 
ones, changes to the names of some of the HCAs and the 
inclusion of newly identified heritage buildings on the list 
of locally significant structures. The report was unani-
mously adopted by Council on 1 December. 

Council planning staff will now prepare the neces-
sary reports to the Department of Local Government to 
enable these changes to be included in the Local Envi-
ronment Plan and give force to the changes.  Riverside Centre subdivision 

NSW Health has submitted a DA seeking approval to 
subdivide the Riverside Centre at Bloomfield so that it 
can sell-off a series of buildings and land which it no 
longer requires. 

The entire Bloomfield site is State Heritage Listed so 
the DA has major implications for the heritage interpre-
tation of the site. Submissions on the subdivision and 
proposed sale for redevelopment closed on 13 Novem-
ber. As with Caldwell House, because the site is Crown 
Land and is State Heritage Listed, the DA will be as-
sessed by the Independent Planning Panel. Council staff 
will be preparing Council’s response to the DA which 
will be considered by the panel along with all other sub-
missions received.  Sporting complex at Bloomfield 

This has had considerable publicity in local print and 
social media and a mood of opposition to the proposed 
location of the $25 million development on the old 
Bloomfield Golf Course adjacent to Sir Jack Brabham 
Park seems to be growing. As part of Bloomfield Hospi-
tal, the golf course is State Heritage Listed and is on 
Crown Land. It was expected that the DA prepared by 
Council would be advertised on 10 December. We will 
be examining the DA when it becomes available. 
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  Orange heritage matters

Continued on Page 12



                                                                                                                          

 Diary January - March 2021
Orange Regional Museum: Open daily 9am-4pm. 
 
Millthorpe Golden Memories Museum: Open weekends  
and public holidays 11am-3pm. 
 
Molong Museum: Open on the last Sunday of the month 
12.30-3.30pm, 20 Riddell Street. 
 
Wentworth Mine: open Saturday and Sunday on the first 
full weekend of the month 10am-2.30pm.  
See www.orangemuseum.com.au/wentworthmainmine 
 
Wednesdays and Fridays: Historical Society volunteer 
working days at Heritage Cottage will resume on 
Wednesday 3 February. Visitors with inquiries are wel-

come. Please phone Liz Edwards on 0408 390 918 before 
your visit so we can start working on your inquiry. 
 
Wednesday 3 February: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm. 
 
Wednesday 17 February: Banjo’s birthday celebrations 
at Banjo Paterson Park,  Ophir Road, 6-8.30pm. Bring pic-
nic tables and chairs and a picnic basket or buy a barbecue 
meal from Rotary volunteers. Make your booking through 
trybooking.com or phone Elizabeth Griffin on 6361 1920 
or 0437 868 595. 
For the full program of Bano Paterson Poetry Festival 
events see article on page 8. 
 
Wednesday 3 March: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm.  
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Orange heritage matters
From Page 11 
 
Anson Street trees  

A public forum was held on 
Tuesday evening 8 December for 
council staff to present informa-
tion on the proposed removal of 
eleven mature trees, including 
nine plane trees, in Anson Street 
between Summer and Kite streets. 
An estimated 80 members of the 
public attended.  

It is certain that the trees are 
causing significant problems with 
infrastructure and services in the 
street. Despite that, the mood of 
the meeting was uniformly op-
posed to the removal of the trees 
and supported their retention 
whatever the cost of repair to the 
damage.  

Historical Society member 
John Kich spoke of 1400 current and former residents 
of Orange expressing, on social media, their opposition 
to the removal. A number of councillors were at the 
meeting and all expressed their support for keeping the 
trees. The Mayor sent a message expressing the same 
view.  

At its meeting on 15 December, Council decided to 
ask staff to take the matter back to the drawing board 
and consider other solutions to the problem. 

Watch this space.  
Duntryleague building approval 

The Duntryleague Mansion Foundation has been 
granted approval by the NSW Heritage Council to 
commence alterations and additions to Duntryleague 

Guest House. 
The aim of the works is to improve the mansion’s ac-

commodation facilities.  
One of the most significant and welcome additions will 

be the installation of a lift to the two upper floors, which 
will improve accessibility to both guests and staff. 

Stringent conditions are attached to the approval 
bearing in mind the historical significance of the build-
ing. It is classified by the National Trust as a place of 
national interest. 

Some works were not approved.  
Duntryleague Mansion Foundation chair John Cook 

said they would ramp up the fundraising early in the 
New Year.  

These grand old trees in Anson Street provide beauty and shade and the public over-
welmingly opposes their removal despite the damage they have caused to the street and 
pavements, and call for an alternative solution.


