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Cover image
Robert Bruce works on rephotographing the original 1908
Orange panoramic photo. Read on pages 4 and 5 about his
painstaking work to ensure we have as good a copy as
possible.

This newsletter is designed to keep members and other interested people
informed about the society’s activities as well as matters of interest in the
wider field.
If anyone would like to contribute to it they should contact editor Liz
Edwards.
Our newsletter requires a considerable amount of money to produce each
quarter with paper, printing and postage all adding to the cost.
Therefore, wherever possible, we email it to those members and others on
our mailing list who have an email address.
However, if anyone with an email address would prefer also to receive a
paper copy, they may do so simply by contacting the secretary.
Those who do not have access to email will continue to receive their
copies by ordinary mail.
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Orange Heritage Centre
148 March Street
PO Box 1626 Orange NSW 2800.
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Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Orangehistory
Patrons: Russell Tym and Marie
Hammond
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Sykes, Judy Agland, Jenny Maher,
Ross Maroney
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Membership fees from January 2018
Family $45; individual $30; single concession $20; couple concession $30.
Contact secretary or treasurer. Please
pay promptly.
Research inquiries:
The Research Officer, Orange & District
Historical Society, P O Box 1626,
Orange, NSW 2800
Please supply an A4, stamped, self-addressed envelope.
Cost: $20 for the initial inquiry (plus additional charges for more extensive research).
Please provide your name, address,
phone number and email address, details of your inquiry, any information you
may already have, and the reason for
your inquiry.
Bank:
Orange & District Historical Society,
Orange Credit Union, BSB 802-129,
A/c No 34252 (please include name
and reason for payment). If you are
transferring money from your account
at Orange Credit Union, please add S1
to our account number.
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A message from the president

T

he city of Orange appears to be forging ahead
despite the economic downturn following the
closure of the Electrolux factory and the Myer
department store.
Nowhere is this more evident than in the building
industry, with a huge amount of residential development in North Orange and plans for more housing in
the southern part of the city.
Commercial developments are also taking place
throughout the city, which is good for the economy,
but there is also a danger that we may lose some
buildings of significant heritage value.
The redevelopment of the Carrington Hotel
continues, with the original building being retained and Orange City Council insisting that sympathetic details such as wooden framed windows
are installed. The offset is that a large, modern
commercial building is being constructed to the
west of the original building.
Many people are anxious to know what is happening with the proposed redevelopment of the former
Myer building in Summer Street. Since the store
closed a couple of years ago, the owners have submitted plans to build a modern shopping complex.
Of concern to Historical Society members and many
others was the possibility that the historical features
of the former Dalton’s store would be lost in the redevelopment.
Council’s planners have insisted that the façade of
the building be retained, and our society hopes that
an area inside will be set aside for a display of historical items associated with the long history of the
store.
There is also a major redevelopment of the former
Newstead Bowling Club building on the corner of
Hill and Kite streets, and there was for a time concern that residential buildings will impinge on the

19th century Newstead building.
The latest historic
building about to undergo significant
change is the former
Australian Hall, in
Lords Place, in more
recent years a cinema.
There are few vestiges
of its former grandeur
but if ever a building
is worthy of preservation, it is this one.
It was built by
James Dalton following the visit to Orange of the Irish National League
delegate John Redmond in 1883. Redmond was
barred from speaking in any of the public buildings
in the town because of prejudice against the Irish
cause. Eventually an auctioneer’s hall was used and
Redmond was able to spread his message. James
Dalton built the Australian Hall soon afterwards so
that in future anyone with Irish nationalist sympathies would have a platform in Orange. It was for
many years a successful theatre, and later a cinema.
There is no doubt that many Orange residents are
keen to see heritage buildings retained, and Orange
has its fair share of wonderful buildings worthy of
preservation. The difficulty lies in the cost involved
in redeveloping sites of historic importance.
It can be done, if owners and developers understand benefits of preserving historic buildings, even
if it does cost more in the short-term. The benefits to
the city are significant, not only to residents but to
visitors who come to Orange expressly to view our
historic heritage.
- Liz Edwards

Annual General Meeting

A sketch of the Australian Hall as it appeared in its
hey-day in the late 19th century.
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The society’s annual general meeting will
take place at 2pm on Saturday 18 August in
the West Room of the Orange Regional
Gallery.
At the meeting the election of office bearers
will take place.
We look forward to seeing you there. We ask
all local members to attend if they possibly
can so that a quorum can be attained.
Please bring a plate for afternoon tea, which
will follow the meeting.
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Bid to preserve the 1908
Right: Robert Bruce and Phil Stevenson
painstakingly rephotograph the original
panoramic photo using a an overhead
camera and a sheet of glass to keep the photo
in place.

Below: Robert Bruce examines the original
photograph, taken from the top of Dalton’s mill
in Peisley Street in 1908.

Above: A portion of the original panoramic photograph
showing how wear and tear is threatening the long-term viability of the image.
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By Elisabeth Edwards
One of Orange’s most fascinating historic images
is the 1908 panoramic photograph of the city.
Taken from the top of Dalton’s new mill in Peisley
Street, it scans a wide section of what was then a much
smaller centre than it is today. There are vivid images
of the railway yards, the city centre and Warrendine
House. Many significant buildings can be identified.
Reproductions of the photo can be seen to great
effect in Kate Jones’s café in Moulder Street and – a
smaller one – Kelly’s Hotel.
Our society has long been interested in this photo
and member Euan Greer carried out extensive research
to come to a conclusive date for when it was taken.
For some years members have been anxious to compare the copies with the original, and recently owner
Tony Neich allowed us to examine the original which
had belonged to his mother Lorna, née Moulder.
Tony said the photo was a definite link with the
past. “I’m guessing it is the only one of its kind,” he
said. “There is no one alive now who would remember how Orange was then.”
The sections of the photo had been glued to a
canvas backing which was rolled up and placed in a
box, seemingly the only logical way to store it, but
over the years they have become badly cracked.
Recently Tony gave me permission to take it to a
recommended conservation expert in Sydney for examination and advice.
I took it to Tegan Anthes, assistant director of
Preservation Australia in Annandale, who carried
out a thorough examination of the photo.
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panoramic photo of Orange

Left: Liz Edwards and Robert Bruce compare a
portion of the copied original photo with one
commissioned by the society in 2012.

Below: Assistant director of Preservation
Australia Tegan Anthes examines the original
photo to see if it can be preserved.

She believes that despite the delicate condition of the
photo, it can be conserved. A concern is how best to store
it given that the whole image is about 2.4 metres long.
Meanwhile, our member Robert Bruce, a professional
photographer, has, with the help of Phil Stevenson,
rephotographed the entire original image in sections,
‘stitched’ them together in Photoshop and enhanced the
image.
“It took a lot of painstaking work in Photoshop,” he
said. “It will probably not be as good as the original but
it will be close.”
Robert, who says he loves working with old photos
and repairing them, said this had been his ‘ultimate challenge’.
Something the original photo turned up was that when
it was copied some years ago, sections at either end had
been left off, probably because of space constraints.
Robert’s version shows the original photo in its entirety
for the first time.
A decision has to be made as to whether or not to go
ahead with the conservation recommended by Preservation Australia, but meanwhile, there is now a full copy of
the original.
This provides a nice contrast to the photo commissioned by the society in 2012 and taken by Alf Manciagli
and Scott Gilbank from almost the exact position as the
original. Only a vestige remains of the original building
so a cherry picker was used to gain the required height.
What remains to be done is to identify the photographer himself. We believe there is a strong case for
William Bursle, who was prolific at that time, both
within his studio and around Orange and district.
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Bottom: Robert Bruce compares landmarks on
the original photoraph with ones on the image
taken in 2012.
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Sharing historical treasures

P

articipants in the History Alive Show and Tell
meeting in May brought along an eclectic
array of items to speak about and share with
the audience.
Delia Dray showed a number of deeds connected
with her house in Byng Street, which traced the history of the building and its various owners.
Her talk illustrated the challenge of storing and
preserving important documents at a time when
many people are trying to declutter their homes.
It was suggested that she choose one document
for display and use Mylar sleeves to store the others.
Michael le Couteur brought along miscellaneous
documents relating to his family and their association with the Channel Islands. Among the items was
a small, diary hand-written in French which had
never been translated. By one of those quirks of fate,
among the audience was Tony Smith, who offered to
translate it for Michael.
Tony Smith brought along his own piece of history, a single-shot, muzzle loading English naval
issue percussion pistol dating to about 1825.
Railway historian John Glastonbury’s contribution was a remarkable series of hand-drawn railway
signal diagrams found in an old school exercise
books, circa 1930.
Annette Neville told the group about the pith helmet in the Historical Society’s collection, originally
belonging to a Private Gosper of Manildra. Phil
Stevenson told his own related story of his father,
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Far left: Tony Smith with a muzzle-loading percussion pistol dating from 1825.
Left: Delia Dray with an assortment of documents
relating to her Byng Street home.
Above: Deryle Kelly and Fred Brooking.

who also owned a pith helmet when he was a policeman in New Guinea during WWII.
Phil also brought a stoneware Sharpe’s ginger
beer jar in the society’s collection, a reminder of the
many industries associated with Orange.
Karen Kloosterman brought a paper pattern for a
doll’s house, circa 1950s, which had never been used.

Next History Alive meeting

The next History Alive meeting will be held on
Wednesday 11 July, when Bathurst artist and historian Graham Lupp will talk about his recently published book ‘Building Bathurst’, about those who
designed and built significant buildings not only in
Bathurst but in Orange and throughout the Central
West.
The book is a significant contribution to the history of the development of the region and those who
designed and built so many memorable buildings. It
comes in two volumes with a combined price of
$275. It would make a magnificent addition to any
library or the collection of those interested in the region’s history. Graham will have copies of the book
for sale on the night.
The meeting will take place in the Senior Citizens
centre (entry off the Woolworths car park) at 6.30 for
7pm.
Everyone is welcome. Entry is $4 for members
and $6 for non-members. Supper will be served following the meeting.
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This team represented Orange at the 33rd Festival of Dancing in Sydney in 1957. Back: Bob Furness, David Perry, Harry and
Pat Brewer, Jim Holland, John Whitehead and Peter Evans. Front: Lyn Hanson, Gladys Samia, Marie Condon, Elaine
Buchanan, Dawn Perry and Ardis Batson.
Photos courtesy CWD Negative Collection, Orange & District Historical Society.

Fond memories of ballroom dancing days
A few weeks ago we received a letter from former
Orange resident Pat Runagall, who now lives in Manchester in the UK. Pat was formerly the wife of Harry
Brewer and together they were the face of ballroom
dancing in Orange in the 1950s and early 1960s.
Pat met Harry in the UK when she was 16. She
had attended dancing classes since the age of 12 and
loved everything about dancing. Soon she became

Pat and Harry Brewer in 1957.
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Harry’s dancing partner
and they won the North
of England Gold Formation Trophy.
Six months later they
were married and, six
months after that, they emigrated to Australia. Pat
was only 17 years old.
“Dancing became a way
of life,” Pat says. We
danced at least five days a Pat Runagall, formerly Brewer
week.”
They turned professional in 1956 and in early 1957 they met someone
while demonstrating dancing at Berrima Gaol who told
them that a dancing school in Orange, based in the
Foresters Hall in Lords Place, was desperate for someone to take it over.
They moved to Orange, Harry found work, and they
spent all their spare time building up what became a
thriving dancing school, running classes for children
and adults of all ages.
Harry and Pat ran dancing festivals and took their students to festivals elsewhere.
Pat and Harry did not remain together, and Pat returned to the UK in late 1962, lived in London for eight
years, then remarried and had two children, returning to
the north of England to live.
Harry also remarried, and continued dancing in Orange for many years.
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Reminiscences of a valiant soldier

Contributed by Elizabeth Griffin

While researching another matter I came across the
following entry on page 185 of W Folster’s articles and
I decided to try to find further information:
The late Captain Heathcote, who resided in the house
on the corner of McLachlan Street and Bathurst Road,
won the Victoria Cross before Delhi, he being an officer
in the 60th Rifles (King’s Royal Rifles). Brigadier General Swards made the recommendations. This old solider,
who saw service in the Indian Mutiny and in China, was
a well-known figure in Orange some forty years ago.
A search on Trove revealed the following article from
the Muswellbrook Chronicle, Wednesday 13 March
1912, taken from the Western Daily Advocate:.
Death of Captain Heathcote, a veteran VC
The death occurred at Bright Lands, Bowral, on Wednesday, February 21, of Captain Alfred Spencer Heathcote VC,
late of the 60th Rifles one of the most famous regiments in
the British Army. General Hutton, ex-Commandant of the
New South Wales and Commonwealth Defence Forces, is,
or was, a Colonel of the Regiment.
Captain Heathcote won his Victoria Cross for a daring act of bravery in the Indian Mutiny, during the terrible fighting which succeeded the successful siege and
storming of Delhi. He served throughout the dreadful
days of the Mutiny, and had many a shocking tale to tell
of the atrocities committed by the revolting sepoys on
defenceless Englishmen and Englishwomen, and also of
the terrible retribution the maddened British soldiers exacted from their inhuman enemies. The men who saw
the ‘Slaughter House’ at Cawnpore and looked into the
well where the mangled victims had been thrown and
saw an indiscriminate tangle of murdered women and
children — some of them had been tossed into the heap
before they were dead — were consumed with fierce
hate and desire for vengeance, and they made the most
of their opportunities when they were offered.
When Delhi was taken by assault and the British
troops surged into the city, Lieutenant Heathcote was
with them. The particular act of bravery for which he
was decorated with the Victoria Cross occurred during
the defence of a bank, but it was witnessed by
Brigadier-General Sowers. The cross was made his by
the unanimous election of his brother officers. An extract from the history of the Victoria Cross says:
“Lieutenant Alfred Spencer Heathcote, of the 60th
Rifles, who had displayed constant intrepidity during
the siege of Delhi, greatly distinguished himself during
the six days’ fighting which followed the assault, always
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volunteering wherever there was a duty of special danger to be performed. He was ‘elected by the officers of
the Regiment’. Lieutenant Heathcote, who had been
wounded on the 17th June, served during the remainder
of the Mutiny and in the campaign of 1860 in China. He
retired from the army in 1863.”
The veteran soldier could tell many stories of the
fighting in China during the brief campaign which resulted in the entry of the allied army into Peking. One of
them was the sacking of the Summer Palace and the fortunes which some of the lucky ones gathered there.
All were looting, officers and soldiers both, and
some got away with valuable booty.
He entered a large room in the palace, but was late
— he had been forestalled, and all he could see was a
shelf filled with what appeared to be little idols and a
stove. As they had not been removed by his predecessors he concluded they must be worthless and contented
himself with commandeering the wonderful porcelain
stove which afterwards brought him some hundreds of
pounds. That and a few silks, and a remarkable watch
which was supposed to belong to the Empress, was his
share of the loot, but the little idols were gold, a fact the
old soldier always regretted.
When he sold his commission he invested in land in
the Warwick district, a disastrous speculation for him.
Then he came to NSW as instructor in drill, but being
unable to agree with the then Commandant, the late
Major-General Richardson, threw up the appointment.
He was appointed CPS at Hill End, but as he had a
greater aptitude for fighting than figuring he gave that
up also. Then he came to Orange to reside, and remained here some 17 years, when he removed to Sydney, then to Bowral.
Old residents will not have forgotten his emphatic
language nor his tenacious adherence to the vigorous
phraseology which distinguished the officers and the
soldiers of his day.
He had a hatred of sham and side and his old friends
will not fail to remember a notable occasion —the dinner to
welcome home the local soldiers who went to the Soudan.
A bank manager who did not live in Orange, though
not many miles away, turned up in Orange in the afternoon early in full blue pants and bright red tunic, enamelled metal military regalia sword and cross-belts,
spiked helmet, etc — and swaggered around the town,
showing himself off in his finery.
The old Captain appeared at the dinner in ordinary
walking dress, with the simple bronze Victoria Cross on
his left breast, and he talked at the Saturday half-holiday
soldier like a very choleric Dutch uncle.
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Mini treasure-trove of historical photos

Sifting through the thousands of images in the CWD
Negative Collection recently,
we found these photos from
long ago.They are copies of
old photos made for a Mrs
Naylor in the 1960s.
At left is the Metropolitan
Hotel on the corner of Byng
and Anson streets, taken
sometime in the late 19th
century. It was clearly a
flourishing business in those
days.

The image at right is the Metropolitan Hotel taken on a snowy
mid-winter day. It shows the water
trough and lamp-post which used to
stand at the intersection, and a substantial two-storey building a little
further along Anson Street.

Below is an early image of the
Wellington Inn, now the Royal
Hotel, on the corner of Lords Place
and Summer Street.

At right is an unknown family group, possibly ancestors
of the Mrs Naylor who had it copied in the 1960s. If you
can identify the people, please contact Liz Edwards.
Winter 2018
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Curator Sandra McEwen welcomes Friends of the Museum at
the entrance to the exhibition.

An ecclectic display of seeds.

Paddock to Plate strikes a chord with visitors
Friends of the Orange Regional Museum, a number
of whom were members of the Historical Society, were
treated to a special preview of the Paddock to Plate exhibition before its opening in April.
Curator Sandra McEwen gave the visitors a guided
tour around the exhibition, showing them how it was
put together and explaining the significance of the objects and images.

It was the culmination of many months of work and
a collaboration between the museum, the Historical Society and a number of regional museums.
The result is a vibrant look at food production over
the years, the prodcuers and the equipment they used.
The exhibition, which has received a warm reception
and impressive visitor numbers, will continue until next
April.

Left: a chaff cutter manufactured for Dalton Brothers
of Orange.
Right: President of the Friends of Orange Regional
Museum, Garry West, at the preview.
Below left: Visitors were fascinated by the light table
showing projected images of the way people used to
eat over the years.
Below right: Sandra McEwen explains the importance of the landscape in shaping what was grown in
the region.
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Historical displays at Orange Show
By Sue Milne

The 146th Annual Orange Show was held on a warm
dry weekend in April.
The show was one of the biggest in recent years with
record crowds and gate takings. Many sections reported
increased entries.
The Naylor and Agricultural pavilions were nearly
full, with displays and competitions. Sideshow Alley
was full, with several rides not erected due to the lack of
space. There was large variety of rides with several new
ones direct from the Royal Easter Show.
The Williams Pavilion, known for the annual history
displays, featured stands provided by Orange Show Society, Orange, Molong and Carcoar Hospital historical
societies, U3A (University of the Third Age), Warren
Willis (military) and Banjo Paterson Park Group.
The loan of several buggies and sulkies was a big attraction. One sulky was built by Collier’s coachbuilders
and owned by the Bennett family of Molong. Collier’s
were one of the largest coachbuilders in the State during
the early 1900s. E C (Ewan Charles) Cameron did his
apprenticeship there, before starting his own business in
1914. E C Cameron’s continued until 1987 and was one
of the State’s longest running GMH dealers. The history
of both these businesses was on show, with many visi-

tors telling their stories.
It is 80 years since Fairbridge Farm School accepted
the first children from England. This is recognised with
a new project to tell their story. The Old Fairbridgians
Association is planning to extend the Memorial Park
(opposite the Fairbridge turnoff) into a history walk and
picnic area. The plans were on display and are available
at Molong Museum. Fairbridge Farm will be the feature
attraction at the Molong Show in September.
Orange Show Society highlighted the involvement of
the Junior Farmers organisation from the 1950s to 70s.
This group was a valuable training ground for many of
today’s successful farmers, and each year they were
able to exhibit their work at shows in the district.
Throughout the weekend, many stories were passed
on to the younger generation, who were happy to ride a
buggy for a photo shoot.
Preparations for the 2019 show, to be held on the
weekend of 11 and 12 May, have commenced. If you
would like to help or provide a display please contact
Sue (suemilne@colourcity.com or 0400 425 015). We
usually have a feature display, which can include vehicles, collections or larger objects relevant to the area.
Thank you to everyone who assisted throughout the
weekend, especially Elizabeth, Bev, Ray, Phil, Judy and
Bill, and all who spent time there on the day.

Left: Bill Milne and Bob
Sullivan preparing the
Bennett sulky for display.
Right: Reg Golding, Warren Willis, Member for
Calare Andrew Gee and
‘Kiwi’.
Below left: Plans for Fairbridge Memorial Park.
Below right: Levi, Isobel
and Lachlan on one of the
buggies on display.
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Diary April - June 2018
Millthorpe Golden Memories Museum: open on weekends,
public holidays and school holidays 10am-4pm.
Molong Museum: Open on the last Sunday of the month
12.30-3.30pm, 20 Riddell Street.
Molong and District Servicemen and Service women’s
Portrait Gallery: This can be viewed whenever the Molong
RSL Club is open (phone 6366-8105 for details).
Wentworth Mine: open Saturday and Sunday on the first full
weekend of the month 10am-2.30pm. See www.orangemuseum.com.au/wentworthmainmine
Wednesday 4 July: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm.
Wednesday 11 July: History Alive: Artist and architectural historian Graham Lupp talks about his recently published book
Building Bathurst: The Story of Those Who Built Bathurst and

Central NSW. 6.30 for 7pm at Orange Senior Citizens Centre
(entry off Woolworths car park). All welcome. Members $4,
non-members $6. For inquiries contact Liz Edwards at: liz.edwards@orangepeel.it or phone 6362 8647.
Wednesday 1 August: ODHS committee meeting, 5pm.
Saturday 18 August: ODHS annual general meeting 2pm in
East-West Rooms at Orange Regional Gallery. Please bring a
plate for afternoon tea.
Wednesday 5 September: ODHS committee meeting 5pm.
Wednesday 12 September: History Alive: End of World War I
and the effect on the people of Orange and district. 6.30 for 7pm
at Orange Senior Citizens Centre (entry off Woolworths car
park). All welcome. Members $4, non-members $6. For inquiries contact Liz Edwards at: liz.edwards@orangepeel.it or
phone 6362 8647.

Acid-free storage for negatives
Work continues on rehousing the CWD Negative
Collection into acid-free envelopes and boxes. The
years 1955-1966 have been completed and put into
storage.
The team, comprising Liz Edwards, Judy Agland,
Sally Watson and Tony Bouffler, now have the years
1967-1970 to do before this part of the project is
complete.
By late-May the total number of negatives rehoused was 43,712, in 62 special purpose acid-free
boxes. They take up one complete bay of the compactus and the second bay has now started to fill up.
The next stage will be to rehouse the ‘candid’
photos from the 1960s, which comprise mainly social events such as weddings and parties.
As well, there are several thousand badly deteriorating negatives which need to be scanned and catalogued before being stored in a freezer to prevent
further damage.
Future jobs will be to fully date the thousands of
35mm negatives and rehouse those whose sleeves
are deteriorating.
Meanwhile, the number of negatives scanned is
more than 8,000. These have been done mainly in
response to specific orders from members of the
public as well as schools and other institutions.
Negatives depicting various organisations and
events, such as the Emmco/Email/Electrolux factory, the Field Days etc, have also been scanned because of their importance to the history of Orange.
Team leader Liz Edwards said: “Each week we
find wonderful negatives depicting all aspects of life
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Boxes of negatives rehoused and stored, filling one full bay
of the compactus, with more to come.

in Orange in bygone decades. That’s what makes
this job so satisfying – you never know what you
will find from one week to the next.”
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